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Survey Purpose & Methodology

• Gather public input for the Village’s Strategic 
Planning Process

• Mail questionnaire: 1,488 households in 53575 
ZIP code

• 401 returned surveys (27%)
• Confidence interval = 4.8%



Profile of Respondents

• Sample closely matches place of residence, 
employment status, and presence of children in 
household

• Fewer respondents under age 35 and renters 
• Higher levels of formal education and income
• Substantially more men (66%) in sample than 

women (34%). Eight questions where 
difference large enough to affect interpretation 
of the question



Survey Overview

• 44 questions on 9 topics regarding Village 
issues and policy options

• Response scale: Strongly disagree to strongly 
agree, plus neutral and no opinion

• “Neutral” responses averaged 22% (min. 10% 
to max. 35%)

• 23 of 44 questions have neither a majority in 
agreement nor a majority who disagree (52%)



Community Services & Local 
Government
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5. The Village Planning Commission applies the same level of
scrutiny to all projects

2. The Village Board seeks enough input from citizens

1. The Village Board communicates effectively with residents

8. Village should build new youth center

4. Senior facilities are adequate

3. Library facility is adequate

7. New senior facility should go downtown

6. New library should go downtown

Strongly Agree + Agree Neutral Disagree + Strongly Disagree



Sense of Community
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10. Village will be able to maintain its sense of community with
continued growth

15. Work to attract cultural or arts organizations

14. Special efforts should be made to involve "at-risk" families
and children

16. Expand resources to determine if tax rates can be sustained

13. Should develop a specific image

9. Oregon has strong sense of community

12. Providing opportunities for community events would build
sense of community

11. Encouraging people to volunteer will enhance sense of
community

17. Work with residents to create a vision for Village's future

Strongly Agree + Agree Neutral Disagree + Strongly Disagree



Schools & Education
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19. School district and Village of Oregon work well together

18. Safer bike and pedestrain routes needed

Strongly Agree + Agree Neutral Disagree + Strongly Disagree



Recreational Offerings & Facilities

33%

38%

35%

26%

28%

22%

18%

16%

16%

24%

19%

21%

25%

24%

16%

18%

18%

13%

38%

38%

39%

44%

46%

59%

62%

64%

69%

20. Add organized youth recreation programs

21. Develop youth sports complex

22. Expend resources to determine need for Parks & Rec. Dept.

24. Expand cultural and non-sport recreation

23. Expand recreational activities for multiple groups

25. Expand biking and walking trails in Village

27. Expand trails to connect with trails in Brooklyn

28. Work with Town of Oregon to expand trails to connect with
Badger State Trail

26. Work with Fitchburg to expand trails to connect with Madison

Strongly Agree + Agree Neutral Disagree + Strongly Disagree



Public Transportation
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31. Expend resources to support residents' use of hybrid vehicles

30. Would vote for the 1/2 cent sales tax increase for Regional
Transit

29. Village should explore commuter bus service

Strongly Agree + Agree Neutral Disagree + Strongly Disagree



Economic Development
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32. Hire economic development specialist

33.  Create budget to market Oregon

35. Attract business w/small environmental impact

34. Incentives to attract business

Strongly Agree + Agree Neutral Disagree + Strongly Disagree



Environmental Protection
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40 Charge residents for stormwater management

37. Village and school district develop outdoor science facility

39. Zoning regulations should protect the environment even if harm
economic development

36. Establish regulations on lawn chemical use

38. Expand recycling opportunities only if market available

Strongly Agree + Agree Neutral Disagree + Strongly Disagree



Sustainability
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41. Expend resources to develop environmental &  sustainability
education

44. Should create Sustainability Committee

42. Village has enough green space

43. Sustainability should be central to village planning

Strongly Agree + Agree Neutral Disagree + Strongly Disagree



Sample Issues ‐Men vs. Women

• Men
– Library and senior center adequate for 5 years
– Don’t increase sales tax for public transit

• Women
– Attract cultural and arts groups
– Expand recreational opportunities for novices, etc.
– Expand cultural/non‐sports rec opportunities
– Explore commuter bus option



Sample Issues – Oregon Res vs. Others

• Village of Oregon Residents More Likely to say
– Board doesn’t seek enough input (Non‐OR = Don’t Know)
– Don’t build youth center (Non‐OR = Don’t Know)
– Don’t org youth activities (e.g. tennis) (Non‐OR = Do 

org.)

– Don’t explore commuter bus (Non‐OR = Do explore)
– Don’t support hybrids (Non‐OR = Do support)
– Don’t regulate lawn chemicals (Non‐OR = Do regulate)
– Sustainability not central (Non‐OR = Sustainability central)



Conclusions
• Clearest consensus (60%+): downtown preference for 

Library and Sr. Center (Q7-8), civic engagement & community 
events (Q11, 12, 17), trail expansion/connection to adjacent 
communities (Q25-28), economic development incentives and 
environmentally friendly business (Q34-35),  sustainability & 
green space (Q42-43).

• Reluctance to favor policies/programs that are 
likely to increase tax burden

• Large proportion of “neutral” responses 
increases difficulty to find direction on 23 of 
44 questions. Lack of polarization. Education 
and outreach possibilities?


